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ADVER TISEMENT. 


HAVING been defired to print the following Difcourls | 
| which was written on a very ſhort notice, and without any 

| Intention of publiſhing it, the Preacher has to apologize for 

whatever faults may be found in it, and for the free uſe 

he has made of the ſentiments, and even the language of 

others. If it be ſerviceable to promote the cauſe of piety, 


loyalty, and charity, other conſequences will but little affect 


him. Vucit Auor Patriæ. 


m es gg OE Ee. JR © 


A SERMON, &c. 


EZRA vi. 10. 


RAV FOR THE LIFE OF THE KING. 


as a thing that is obſolete, and of no 
farther uſe, and that therefore the obſerv- 
ance of it ſhould be laid aſide ; but would 
only remark, That ſo long as the wiſdom of 
our Governors ſhall think it proper to con- 


tinue ſuch a memorial of the paſt times, it 
becomes us to ſubmit to their directions, and 
to conſider, that theſe things happened to 


| our 


| WILL not take up your time, by enter- 
ing into the argument of thoſe perſons who 
look upon the obſervation of THIS Day 
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1 
our Forefathers for enſamples; and that 


they are written for our admonition, leſt 
we ſhould offend as ru had done. 


That ilk THE Finsr had ki 
* faults, there can be no doubt: and that his 


Subjects had theirs, and much greater, 


there can be no doubt likewiſe. But 
whatever his faults might have been, they 
were not of that nature as to deſerve the 
A that was inflicted on him. 
He ſhould rather have been. baniſhed, or 
| impriſoned *— but not murdered.  * Tell 
it not in Gath ! publiſh 1 it not in the ſtreets 
of Aſtelm It is a ſtain never to be 
wiped. off; a reproach that will be had in 
_ everlaſting remembrance. — But though the 


| deed was black and beni it is ſome con- 


ſolation to reflect, that it was the deed of 
com paratively very few. The great body 


of the nation proteſted warmly againſt it; 


and it was left to the Independents, a claſs 


of men ſo called, who, ſetting all law, 


Julien, and ee at Ane to do all 
the 


. Though he deſerved neither 


28 3 88. 23 4 


E * 1 
the miſchief. Of this denomination was 
Cromwell, and moſt of his chiefs. A ſmall 


party of deſperate, hardened wretches did 


the buſineſs then, as ſuch have * done it 
10 — in France. 


— But we will as this unpleaſant ſub- 
ject, (though we muſt find ourſelves much 
 intereſted-in it; Quis calia funde, temperet a 
lacrymis ? and go on to improve the pre- 
ſent opportunity, in learning our duty as 


good chriſtians and good citizens; and ex- 
preſſing our loyalty to the beſt of Princes, 


by our moſt devout and affectionate prayers 


for kn. eee e eee 


Civil a is fo neceſſary to _ | 
welfare and happineſs of mankind, that it 
would be impoſſible to ſubſiſt without it. 
Live perhaps we might do without it; but 


then it would be a life of confuſion and diſ- 


order, of jealouſy and ſuſpicion, of rapine 


and bloodſhed. Good princes and magiſ- 
trates are at once the ornament and the 


tren 'Sth of a nation. Government is the 


2 band 
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18 1 
band of ſociety which unites us together ; 
the ſafeguard of our peace; the ſecurity of 


our perſons and property. 80 that we are in 

bound to thank God for thoſe who are ſet at 

in authority over us, and to pray for his 

favour and bleſſing upon them. 

K 

One ent Advantage arifing from 20 

Civil Government is, that by it we are a 

ſecured in our Rights and Privileges--in the h 

1 quiet and peaceable aeg of thoſe 2 

things which we call our own. te 

4 ; 0 
05 That we 1 — and 1 "I in any | 

_ tolerable degree of comfort and ſelf-enjoy- 

ment ; that we are-not in a ſtate of perpe- v 

tual terror and apprehenſion; and that we | h 

are free from the invaſion. of what we p 

poſſeſs, either by the fraud or force of a 

others, is entirely the effect of this great t 

blefling. From hence it is, that every man t 

may ſit under his own vine, and under his [ 

own fig- tree, without having any to make I 


bm afraid. 
1 * | 


* Þ 
Another Benefit reſulting from a good 
Government is, that we are protected by it 


in the free exerciſe and * of Religion 
and Virtue. 


For this reaſon, we ſhould pray for 
Kings, and for all that are in authority, (as 
the Apoſtle exhorts) that we may lead quiet 
and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and 
honeſty *; that is, in the practice of piety 
and devotion towards God; of ſobriety and 

temperance with reſpect to ourſelves; and 
of juſtice and cha rity towards all: men. 


1 cannot is denied . that * and 
virtuous men have ſometimes been grievous- 
ly perſecuted by the Civil Authority, for the 
profeſſion of religion; as was the caſe of the 
_ apoſtles and primitive chriſtians, and ſince 
them, of the noble army of martyrs, during 
the reign of Queen Mary. But, though the 
powers of the world have not at all times 

favoured chriſtianity, and thou gh authority 


* 1 Tim. ii. 2. 


E 
has been ſometimes abuſed, ſtill Govern- 
ment is neceſſary to the happineſs of man- 
kind. And even in a ſtate of perſecution, 


chriſtians enjoyed many conſiderable bene. 


fits and advantages from Government, in 
protecting them from being perpetually ex- 
poſed to popular rage and cruelty, and from 


men. They had conſiderable intervals of 


peace and fafety; and for the enjoyment 
afforded them by ſuch intervals, they con- 


fidered it their duty to be obedient to 
Government, and to offer up their prayers 
to God in behalf of it. 


hun the Government ofthis Nation (with 


very few exceptions) has. always been 
friendly to the intereſts of religion and vir- 
tue. They have been taken under ſpecial 


notice and protection, and propagated with 


care, diligence, and zeal. So that our 
Kings have been nurſing fathers, and our 
Queens nurſing mothers *. The Throne 


of our preſent gracious Sovereign has been 
"Red 


» Iſajnh olix. 23. 


the violence of wicked and 'unreafonable 
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| [ 11 } | 
eſtabliſhed in piety and virtue. His reſpe& 
for the chriſtian religion has been manifeſt 
to all men; and the example he ſets his 
ſubjects, diſcoyers, that it has had its ſalu- 
tary effects upon him. He has laid no re- 
ſtraint upon men's conſciences, (which 
ought always to be free) and allows them 
to worſhip the God of their fathers, accord- 
ing to the dictates and ſentiments of their 
own minds. 


e e nee ariſing from Civil 

Government. — Permit me to point out to 

you the obligation, which the conſideration 
of an "OM upon us. 


We are . to pray * our n 


nors, becauſe we enjoy the benefit of their 


protection, and their endeavours for the 
public welfare. Under their ſhadow and 
benign influences we are ſafe. Our per- 
ſons, properties, and liberties are protected 
by their power and laws. Therefore it is 
not only our duty, but juſtice and gratitude 
oblige us, to o prac God for them, to give 


them 


F 
them our ardent good wiſhes, to ſpeak of 
them with reſpe& and reverence, to dif. 
countenance all ſeditious and · diſloyal prac- 
tices, and to intercede with God for the 
continuance of their lives, and that they 
may be crowned with every bleſſing per- 
ſonal, public, and domeſtic. Our welfare is 
Involved in theirs. Their proſperity ex- 
tends itſelf to us. The ſtreams are ſupplied 


from the fountain. The members are 


nouriſhed from the head. | 


We are obliged 1i likewiſe to pray for our 
s Governors from motives of Charity and 

Compaſſion towards them; conſidering the 
burden they ſuſtain; the dangers to which 
they are expoſed; the cares, anxieties, and 
troubles, which neceſſarily devolve upon 
them; and the cenſures they undergo, 
either from weak, wicked, or ambitious 


men. To diſcharge properly all the parts 
of a good Governor, is a very difficult and 


troubleſome province. I pity Kings, ſaid a 


_ Subject &, when ho: conſidered the 


7 hazard 
0 Mr, Gear Herbert, 


1 


_ and difficulties to which they are 


conſtantly expoſed. Perſons in inferior ſta- 
tions, find ſolicitude and trouble enough to 


ſuſtain their parts, and to act them proper- 


ly. And if fo, then certainly the care and 


bifineſs'of the will; fut ncedb be u bür- 
den indeed; and what abilities are wren 4 


for it — What meg. and coura n 
Ames FR 999%: ot 


ar 


And ban 0 our prayers, SY 3 
tion and aſſiſtance in their high and arduous 


5 office P ſo likewiſe for God s po vierkuls Gude 
to preſerve them from thoſe manifold temp- 


tations with which they are continually ſur- 
rounded. As a % man will not envy 


thoſe who fill places of important truſt and 
dignity; ſo a good man will manifeſt a 


tender concern for them, amidſt the dangers 
to which they are always liable, either from 
the height of their ſtation — the extent of 
their power — from the abundance of thoſe 
things, which miniſter to luxury and exceſs 
— from a crowd of flatterers, who. ſooth 
them in their faults, humour them in their 

* Paſſions, ö 


N 
6 
| 
. 
„ 
7 
* 


: r 
paſſions, comply with their corrupt and 
vicious inclinations, and are always ready to 
execute their commands, and to _ them 
was e e 11 vices.” 15 


0 


0 


the Text of praying for the Life of the King, 
and our duty in conſequence of it; I ſhall 
employ the Second Part of my Diſcourſe 
in applying it to the Occaſion of This Days 
Solemnity; and in propoſing ſuch advice 
as appears to me neceſſary for the preſent 
Times. For I would preach to the Times, 


and conſider 18 N OT: 
= 7 75 liar; ry F714 | apr + gant We”; 41 


FI i was © great erty ahi: in jake 
beginning of the reign of our unhappy King, 
"I Charles the Firſt, he ſhould have been fur- 
rounded with miniſters, who being averſe 
to our conſtitution, as well as ignorant of it, 
were too ſolicitous to eſtabliſh the authority 
of the Prince on the ruin of the liberties of 
the POR The violent and illegal man- 
4 hich this was done, made all, 
who had any concern for the welfare of 
. „ their 


* 


«Having dom ccfidlehaithe Eihortation in 


2g 2 © . . 


18 J 
as Ay, extremely apprehenſive of 
the conſequences of ſuch bold attempts on 
the freedom of a brave people. On the 

other hand, the jealouſies conceived by the 
ſubject, were conducted without decency or 
temper ; but by a concurrence of many fatal 
accidents, continued to increaſe, till the 
liberty of the people was laid as lou as the 

e of the ber ; 1 


e non FURY a 3 man, 
was a great bigot. The Eccleſiaſtical Tri- 
bunal, which he had a principal hand in 
ſetting up, for examining the conſciences of 
men, and introducing into the Church a 

diſcipline by no means - ſuited to thoſe 
times; was the occaſion of particular diſcon- 


tent. So that (as one ſeverely remarks) the 


fire was kindled at the altar ; and the heavy 
judgments which, followed, e at the 
ee e HO ara, 


dk * ah. all he 18 en 

were offered to be redreſſed; and the royal 

conceſſions were ſo many, that more could 
| 5 Cc 2 5 not 


10 1 
W. with ſecurity be made by the King, or 
even received by the Subj ect, they all came 
too late; for by this time the public com- 
-motions were too ſtrong to be. allayed. — 
In ſhort, the recollection of unwarrantable 
acts of power ; the oppreſſions of ſome 
men high in office; and the influence of a 
popiſh Queen ;— theſe and other ſimilar 
Ss contributed to create uncon- 
querable fears in Many, and to give life to 
the wicked and ambitious hopes of a Few, 
whereby the public ruin was at you wt too 
n newer 


in this filnation. of Ain, Fhovidence 
ier ripe for deſtruction, and juſtly 
deſerving it, gave us up into the hands of a 


_ - lawleſs power. For not ſo much as the 


very footſteps of the antient Government 
were now to be traced out. And though a 
Reform of that part of the Conſtitution, 
which had been greatly abuſed, was for a 

time, the only thing they had in view; ſtill 
nothing would ſatisfy them but the ruin of 
the whole; Which a * armed miſcreants 


e E 


. 
vere wicked enough to effect, after having 
brought their Sovereign (in open defiance of 
all law) firſt to the bar of his ſubjects, then 


do the block, and in a bold and . 
manner, to a W death. 


As to the Character of his; cos 
Prince, we may ſay, that many princes have 
equalled him in his miſtakes, and the abuſe 
of his power ; few. have equalled him in his 
ſufferings, or in his behaviour under them, 
— from the beginning of his W 
to the laſt moments of his life. 


The Fountain of power was no ſooner 
dried up by the Death of the King, but a 
ſtate of nature began to take place. All. 
was diſorder and confuſion. In civil mat- 
ters, all was tumult — in Eccleſiaſtical, all 

was novelty, mingled with the wildeſt en- 
thuſiaſm. No change was made, but from 
one ſcheme of confuſion to another. Whilſt 
_ prudent and moderate men, of every party, 
bewailed the miſery of their Country, when 
it was too late to find out a W . 


Such 


© 2% 
Such was the deplorable ſtate of thoſe dic. 
aſtrous Times, that an Hiſtorian reckons up 
many different ſhapes of power from the 
4 day on which the King was murdered, to 
= the time when God was. pleaſed to reſtore 
V 08 and legal ws 


| | Theſe were the Circumſtances of, Tho 
Days. 


ft Add I would obſerve from what has been 
faid — That National Breaches once made 
are not only difficult to be healed,” but that 
even the deſired End Eat by __ 
ſeldom or never attained. 


i alam cannot how a more ſtriking inſtance | 
of this, than in the caſe before us; unleſs 
indeed we parallel with it the horrid trans- 
actions of France. It is generally agreed, 
that at firſt a War in this Country was not 
thought of by any party; but was after- 
wards inſenſibly brought” on by a ſeries of 

ſtrange and unforeſeen accidents. So true 
is the obſervation of Solomon, that the be- 
ginning 


* FS r 


1 
ginning of. ſtrife is as when one letteth out 
water #,” one knows not where it will ſtop, 
or how. 1 a breach may be made by it. 
Let us then leave off contention before it 
be meddled with; and inſtead of giving 
mutual - provocations, either by unſeemly 
language, - ill-natured invective, or party 
2eal, let us endeavour after all the TY 
methods of mutual forbearance. 


The dene of this World have (in the 
example of this unfortunate King) a lively 
and affecting inſtance of the danger of every 
experiment that may be made at the ex- 
penſe of the rights of their ſubjects ; and are 
taught by it, that even the juſt power they 

are poſſeſſed of, can only be exerciſed with 
honour and ſafety to themſelves, in hearing 
the complaints, conſulting the intereſts, and 
promoting the eaſe and ſang of their 
: people. | 


wy 5 = 3 had — it 1s hs * 
duty of Ones + to avoid the beginning of 
5 ſtrife; 


* Prov. xvii. 14. 
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ſtrife ; becauſe they may be otherwiſe in- 
ſenſibly led on from one ſtep to another, till 

they have defeated their own purpoſes, by 
engaging in diſputes moſt dangerous to 
themſelves, as well as moſt deſtructive to 


the peace and happineſs of their Country. 
Nothing has proved fo fatal to a free peo- 


ple, as a wanton abuſe of the bleflings of 
Liberty. For while the governing part of 
a kingdom. is greatly oppreſſed with the 
weight of faction, it may be induced to try 
every method of ſupportin g by violence that 


authority, which might otherwiſe be de- 


ſtroyed by the ſecret. arts of reſtleſs and 
ambitious men. 


— ought men to be of opening 


ſuch unneceſſary Breaches in a Govern- 


ment, as may endanger that Liberty, which 

alone gives a reliſh to every other enjoy- 
ment. — Our duty is to pay a uniform and 

conſcientious regard to the laws of the land ; 

to be content with our ſtations ; not to 

meddle with things that are too high for us; 
to fear God, and to honour the King; to 
render 


ou 


1 

render to all their dues ; tribute, to whom 
tribute is due; cuſtom, to whom cuſtom ; 
fear, to whom fear; ; Hanoi to hm 
honour. 1 8 | 


Finally. The deſign of what has been 
ſaid is to ſhew, that the whole of our Duty 
on This Occafion, is to beg of God to keep far 
from us the evils of the days that are paſt ; 
that we may not be infected by the wicked 
example of another nation; to pray for the 
continuance and improvement of the bleſſ- 
ings we enjoy; and to arm ourſelves with 
zeal and reſolution, to convey down our 
civil and religious rights (thoſe ineſtimable 
bleſſings of our Country) at leaſt as pure as 
we received them, to the generations Which 
are * to come. 0 


1 Chal be my Diſcourſe with an 
Anecdote from our Engliſh Hiſtory; which 
has long affected my mind, and which I 
hope you will treaſure up in hours. 


Sir Thomas Wyndham, who was 4 zeal- 
ous royaliſt in the reign of King Charles | 


a 

the Firſt, a few days before his death, 
called to him his five ſons. * My children, 
ſaid he, we have hitherto ſeen ſerene and 


auiet times under our three laſt Sovereigns; 


but I now warn you to prepare for clouds 
and ſtorms. Factions ariſe on every. ſide to 
threaten the tranquillity of your native 
Country. But whatever happens, faith- 
fully honour and obey. your Prince, and 
adhere to the Crown. I charge you never 


to forſake the Crown, thou gh it ſhould 
hang upon a buſh *. 


The advice had. its effed.. His fons 
proved loyal and honeſt Men. e 


The Moral a which i bh - My. fon , fear 
thou the Lord and the King ; ; and meddle 
not with them that are given to change . 


2M Alluding, I ſuppoſe, to the Crown of Richard the Third, 
which was found 1 in an Hawthorn-Buſh, in ore Field. 
| YEW XXiv, 21. | 
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